SOVEREIGN 
(GRACE CHURCH 


April 30th, 2017 


“...Say unto my soul, 
| AM thy salvation.” 


(PSALM 35:3) 


New on our bookshelf... Henry Scougal’s 
The Life Of God In The Soul Of Man 


AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT 
bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us 


Would you like to borrow a printed copy? Just ask. 


JOSEPH D. MURPHY, PASTOR 
WEBSITE 
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23033 Hughey Lane 
New Caney, Texas 77357 
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(832) 543 5333 


April 30th, 2017 


Schedule of Services 


Sunday School 10:00 am 
Sunday Worship 11:00 am 
Wednesday Worship 7:00 pm 


Please Remember 
As the Lord leads you, please pray for our sister Pat Maddux. 
She has taken ill and is in the hospital waiting for her second operation. 


This evening’s podcast will be from PAsTor Eric RICHARDS 
JOHN 11:43 — IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 


To find our podcast search for the keyword PurposedGrace on 
@pple's Podcast App or {» Google’s Play Music App 


*Our featured sermon is made available every Sunday at 6:00 PM 


..«FOR WORSE... 
“HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, EVEN AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED THE CHURCH, AND 
GAVE HIMSELF FOR IT; THAT HE MIGHT SANCTIFY AND CLEANSE IT WITH THE 
WASHING OF WATER BY THE WORD” (EPHESIANS 5:25-26) 


[Beloved], we have CHRIST as our Husband; and he does not take 
his bride as we are in the habit of taking ours, for better or for worse. 
O no! He knew she would have no better about her; it would be all 
worse: therefore he took her with all her sin and guilt, and stood 
answerable for all her debts. 


Cannot some of you recollect a time when you were without Christ? 
Up to the time that | was nearly eighteen years of age, | was without 
Christ; but before | was eighteen, Christ, in distinguishing love, revealed 
himself to me. | am now within a few weeks of 70; and | feel up to this 
moment as much necessity of Christ as ever. | have not gained a bit of 
ground here. Since that time | have preached many thousands of 
sermons about Christ, | have travelled many thousands of miles to 
preach about him; and in this respect | think | may say | have labored 
more abundantly than many. But, if you would take away Christ, | would 
as soon trust the devil as all my doings; and the devil would have as 


good a hope as | should have; for all my hope comes from, and is 
centered in, a precious Christ. If we are without Christ, we have nothing 
but sin and wretchedness; nothing but what will lead us to ruin. 


“Having no hope.” That is, having no real good hope. All people have 
a hope of some sort. What sort of a hope have you? “O,” says one, “I 
have a hope of getting to heaven.” And what do you ground it upon? 
“Why, | think God is too merciful to send any body to hell.” If that be 
true, you think God is too merciful to tell the truth? for he says, “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell.” [EPHESIANS 2:12, PSALM 9:17] 


Another says, “I have some hope that | shall be saved, for | am as 
good as my neighbors and better than many of them; and though | am 
a sinner, | am but a little sinner after all; and so | hope | shall go to 
heaven.” Now, | will tell you this; if you ever committed one sin, and 
God were to take you to heaven, he would not be true; for God says, 
“whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he 
is guilty of all.” “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them.” “He that 
believeth not shall be damned.” So that being what you call a little 
sinner is only a delusion. [JAMES 2:10, GALATIANS 3:10, MARK 16:16] 


Another says, “Il have a hope, because | really am decidedly pious; | 
lay by a certain sum every week for Tract Societies and Missionary 
Societies; and | have heard men say, on public occasions, that God 
would reward these pious deeds, and that he would be sure not to 
forget such acts of charity and love.” Well, it is all very well to lay a 
part of our substance for the Lord; but | tell you what, poor sinner, if 
you rest here, if you make a Saviour of it, you insult God, and do as 
much as you can to damn your own soul; you do indeed. 


“Without God in the world.” lf we are without God, we have no God to 
go to in trouble, in storms, and in tempests; no God to carry our 
grievances to. We may have our tens of thousands of riches; our 
knowledge may be wonderful; we may cultivate our intellects, store up 
a great treasure of useful knowledge; but to be without God; O what an 
awful thing! By and by we shall have to stretch ourselves upon a dying 
bed and to drop into eternity. What will become of us then, if we are 
without God as our God? Without God. This is the state we are all in by 
nature. Sinner, are you without Christ? Where art thou? O may the Lord 
God omnipotent send a dart into your conscience, if it be his blessed 
will, and lead you to a sight and sense of your condition before him, as 
being without God in the world! [EPHESIANS 2:12, GENESIS 3:9] 


PASTOR WILLIAM GADSBY (1773—1844) 


“A sight of [ CHRIST’s |] death—if it is a true sight—is the 
death of all love of [ your ] sin.” — CHARLES SPURGEON 


~ 


WORK WHILE IT IS TODAY 
“MARK THE PERFECT MAN, AND BEHOLD THE UPRIGHT: 
FOR THE END OF THAT MAN IS PEACE.” (PSALM 37:37) 


...His mind was pleasingly occupied in contemplating the following 
passage of the word of God, and which it was his privilege to 
appropriate [take to himself]:— “Ye are complete in him.”—From this 
period, till his death, his mind was generally tranquil. 


During the early part of the night of his dissolution [death], he slept 
tolerably well, while his wife and brother anxiously watched around 
his bed. On a sudden, he awoke; saying “I am going. The Lord take 
me to himself: receive my spirit”—His wife asked him whether he 
was comfortable in his mind?—he replied, “Quite comfortable. 
Glory! glory! salvation! salvation! | am going—farewell all my earthly 
friends; the world, and all the vanities of the world.” Having joined in 
prayer with a friend, he was heard, a few minutes afterwards, to say 
“Heaven! heaven! heaven!” and on being asked if his prospects were 
bright, replied, “Yes;” and immediately, without a struggle or a groan, 
fell asleep in Jesus. “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
for the end of that man is peace.” (PSALM 37:37) 


He has left a young widow and an infant to bemoan his loss. On 
the 10th of May his remains were interred [buried] in the vestry of the 
meeting-house, at New Mill, Tring, Hertfordshire, England. Mr. Hunt, 
of Tring, delivered the funeral oration. Mr. Newman, of Stepney, 
preached the funeral sermon from 2 Corinthians 4:7 who testified 
that Mr. Rees, while at Stepney [The Baptist Academical Institution], 
had uniformly conducted himself as a pious, diligent, affectionate, 
and grateful pupil. 

Mr. Wake, of Leighton-Buzzard, and Mr. Liddon, of Hemel 
Hempstead, engaged in prayer. May the death of our young 
friend be improved by the church, and his relatives, particularly 
by the brethren in the ministry.— To them the voice thus speaketh: 
“Work while it is called to-day for the night cometh when no man 
can work.” [JOHN 9:4] 


Excerpt taken from The Baptist Magazine for 1815 


Obituary of Pastor John Rees (1790— 1815) 


